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Apple is reportedly in talks with Bharat
Forge to expand its Indian supplier
network. The potential partnership with
the Pune-based manufacturer aligns with
Apple's strategy to boost local
production and reduce reliance on China.
Apple already partners with Tata Group,
Motherson Group, and Aequs, with
iPhone production in India reaching $17.5
billion in 2024. This move aligns with
Apple's strategy to enhance local
production in India and reduce
dependence on China. In recent years,
Apple has been expanding its supplier
network in India, partnering with
companies like the Tata Group,
Motherson Group, and Aequs.

Bengaluru start-up to launch satellite to monitor space objects on board
SpaceX rocket

Engaluru-based start-up Digantara is set to launch the
world's first commercial satellite for surveillance of
objects as small as 5 cm orbiting the Earth to ensure
safer space operations. Surveillance of outer space or
situational space awareness (SSA) is important to
ensure the safety of spacecraft as orbits around the
Earth become crowded with artificial satellites as well as
space debris. Last month, the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) had to delay the launch of SpaDeX
satellites by two minutes due to congestion in the orbit
and the path of the rocket. Even a slight nudge by a
piece of debris to a spacecraft orbiting the Earth at over
25,000 km per hour could prove fatal.
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DeepSeek- Chinese AI company disrupting the stock market

Apple in talks with Bharat Forge to boost local manufacturing in India Apple pulls error-prone AI-generated news summaries in beta iPhone
software

Apple is suspending an error-prone feature that used artificial intelligence to deliver bogus
news alerts to some iPhone owners. The decision was disclosed as part of a test version for 

DeepSeek began attracting more attention in the AI industry last month when it
released a new AI model that it boasted was on par with similar models from US
companies such as ChatGPT maker OpenAI, and was more cost-effective in its use of
expensive Nvidia chips to train the system on huge troves of data. The chatbot
became more widely accessible when it appeared on Apple and Google app stores
early this year. The startup DeepSeek was founded in 2023 in Hangzhou, China and
released its first AI large language model later that year. 

the next software release, iOS 18.3. The
beta version is only available to a
relatively small group of iPhone users
and developers, but the same features
are usually released in an  update
available to all users several weeks
after the testing begins.In the beta
update, Apple said it is disabling the AI-
generated feature for news and
entertainment while it tries to fix the
issue causing the technology to
fabricate information — a problem
often described as “hallucinations”
within the industry. Similar software
updates for Apple's iPad and Mac
computers are also in a testing phase.
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Ridhar Vembu, co-founder and CEO of Chennai-based cloud
services company Zoho, is stepping down after a long tenure
as chief executive officer. Vembu will transition to the role
of Chief Scientist, where he will lead Zoho’s deep R&D
initiatives and focus on his personal mission for rural
development. Following the change, co-founder Shailesh
Kumar Davey will assume the role of Group CEO. Tony
Thomas, also a co-founder, will lead Zoho’s US operations.
Rajesh Ganesan will head the ManageEngine division, and
Mani Vembu will take charge of the Zoho.com division.

Microsoft is rolling out a visual update to the battery
indicator in the latest Windows 11 Insider Preview Build
(26120.3000 – KB5050103). This update introduces
colour-coded battery icons, allowing users to quickly
assess their device’s battery status. The updated icons use
black, yellow, green, and red colours to depict different
battery conditions. Black indicates the battery is in normal
mode, green shows that it is charging, yellow signals that
the laptop is in power saver mode, and red stands for
critically low battery.

https://indianexpress.com/article/technology/laptops/windows-11-coloured-coded-battery-indicator-9800468/

Epic Games Store brings first batch of third-party games to its Android
and iOS Store

https://indianexpress.com/article/technology/gaming/epic-games-store-brings-first-batch-of-third-party-games-to-its-android-and-ios-store-9799984/

Zoho Corp CEO Sridhar Vembu steps down, takes on the role of chief
scientist

Perplexity AI offers US government 50% stake in revised TikTok merger
proposal: Report

Perplexity AI has modified its proposal to merge with
TikTok’s US division, granting the US government the
option to acquire a 50 per cent stake of the new
company if it goes public. The TikTok-Perplexity merged
entity would be a US-based holding company called
‘NewCo’, according to a report by CNBC. The US
government’s 50 per cent ownership claim will
reportedly come into play after a NewCo IPO in the
future. Besides Perplexity, several other companies and
individuals have put in their bids to either purchase or
merge with TikTok, including Microsoft and Oracle.

Google’s ‘Identity Check’ enhances theft protection on Pixel and
Samsung smartphones

Epic Games Store, a third-party games marketplace, is
currently installed on over 29 million smartphones. In a first,
Epic Games Store is introducing up to 17 games by third-
party developers, highlighting the friction that hampers
user experience. Epic emphasizes its favourable terms and
conditions for developers, offering an 88/12 revenue split
on payments processed via the Store, compared to the
industry-standard 70/30 cut. Epic plans to expand its iOS
Store to the UK and Japan by the end of this year, with
potential launches in Brazil, Australia, South Korea, and the
United States once favourable government policies are in
place.

Meta Platforms plans to spend as much as $65 billion this year to
expand its AI infrastructure, CEO Mark Zuckerberg said on Friday,
aiming to bolster the company’s position against rivals OpenAI and
Google in the race to dominate the technology.As part of the
investment, Meta will ramp up hiring for artificial intelligence roles
and build a more than 2-gigawatt data center that would be large
enough to cover a significant part of Manhattan. The company —
among the top buyers of Nvidia’s sought-after AI chips — aims to
end the year with over 1.3 million graphics processors and plans to
bring about 1 GW of computing power online in 2025.

Meta to spend up to $65 billion in 2025 to power AI goals, Zuckerberg
says
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Windows 11 introduces colour-coded battery indicator for better
clarity

Google continues to roll out new theft protection features to Android smartphones. In
its latest effort, the company has introduced “Identity Check,” a new, biometric-based
authentication feature designed to protect the privacy and data of smartphone owners
in case of theft. Identity Check also ensures that a thief cannot change the PIN code
without biometric authentication and will not be able to turn off “Find My Device” or
theft protection. Similarly, Google has introduced additional features like theft
detection and offline device lock to help users protect personal data in case of theft.
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 OpenAI unveils tool to automate web tasks as AI agents take center-
stage

US President Donald Trump has signed an executive order banning
the creation and issuance of Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC)
in the US. In the run-up to his presidential campaign, Trump had
on occasions maintained that banning CBDC would be one of his
agendas after assuming office. The latest executive order is against
the adoption of CBDC, citing risks related to privacy, sovereignty,
and financial stability. The executive order also establishes a
presidential working group that has been tasked with developing a
federal regulatory framework for digital assets, including
stablecoins.

Meta seeks urgent fix to AI chatbot’s confusion on name of US president

In one incident this week, Meta appeared to be forcing some users to re-follow the
profiles of Trump, Vice President JD Vance and first lady Melania Trump on Facebook and
Instagram, even after the users had unfollowed those accounts. That issue cropped up
during the company’s normal practice of transferring official White House social media
accounts to new control when a presidential administration changes, the company said.
Another emergency procedure involved an issue in which Meta’s Instagram service
blocked searches for the hashtags #Democrat and #Democrats for some users, while
turning up results without issue for #Republican.

Microsoft's LinkedIn is facing a class-action lawsuit filed by Premium subscribers
who allege that the platform disclosed their private messages to third parties
without consent to train generative artificial intelligence (AI) models. The lawsuit,
initiated by Alessandro de la Torre in the U.S. District Court for the Northern
District of California, claims that LinkedIn violated user privacy and breached its
contractual promises. This lawsuit emerges amid increasing scrutiny of how
technology companies collect and utilize user data, especially in the context of
training AI models. The outcome of this case could have significant implications for
data privacy practices and the development of AI technologies across the industry.

Meta scores partial victory in CCI antitrust case over 2021 WhatsApp’s
privacy policy

Meta received some relief in an antitrust case in India on Thursday, January 23, after a

tribunal body set aside a directive by the Competition Commission of India (CCI) to halt

the sharing of WhatsApp user data with other platforms owned by the tech giant for

advertising purposes till 2029. Ruling in favour of WhatsApp, the tribunal bench held

that stopping it from sharing user data with other Meta platforms “may lead to the

collapse of business model which has been followed by WhatsApp LLC. “It is also

relevant to notice that WhatsApp is providing WhatsApp services to its user free of

cost,” the NCLAT order read.
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Donald Trump fulfills promise to crypto community, bans CBDC

Microsoft’s LinkedIn sued for disclosing customer information to train
AI models

Generative artificial intelligence heavyweight OpenAI
previewed an AI agent that can carry out tasks on the web
for users, as it seeks to enhance its chatbot amid
intensifying competition. The tool, called Operator, is
powered by a model that allows it to interact with on-
screen buttons, menus and text fields. Operator can
perform a variety of tasks, like creating to-do lists or
assisting with vacation planning. It also takes user input
once it decides a task is complete and seeks confirmation
for some tasks, such as entering login details on a website.
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