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On 23rd August, 2023, India became the first nation to reach the southern polar region of the moon and the fourth nation to set
foot on its surface and to honour this landmark achievement, Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi announced August
23 as "National Space Day". The successful completion of Chandrayaan-III mission, which included the safe and smooth
landing of Vikram Lander on the lunar surface, showed India’s numerous developments in space technology and notable
accomplishments in space exploration. The theme of India's National Space Day 2024 is "Touching Lives while Touching
the Moon", which honours the country's incredible space exploration history. India has progressed from modest beginnings
to become a global leader in space technology, continuously pushing the limits of human knowledge and creativity. The theme
highlights how India's space program has significantly impacted its residents' lives, going beyond scientific breakthroughs to
include societal development, economic prosperity, and international cooperation.
 
The event was enthusiastically celebrated at Integral University on 23rd August 2024, which commenced by presenting a
memento and a bouquet to the distinguished guests Er Asif Siddiqui, Scientist-G at ISTRAC, ISRO, Lucknow (who is also
an Alumni of Integral University), and Mr. S. K. Pandey, Senior Scientist at ISTRAC, ISRO, Lucknow. It was followed by a
welcome address delivered by Prof. Monowar Alam Khalid, Dean, Students' Welfare, Integral University, who spoke about
the significance of National Space Day and how Integral University actively supports our nation's valued organization ISRO's
outstanding achievements, as well as how smooth landing of Chandrayaan-3 was livestreaming for its students and faculty
members at its Central auditorium on that historic day.
 
The Chief Guest and speaker Er Asif Siddiqui, delivered an interesting and informative talk by outlining the key features and
responsibilities of Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) and ISRO Telemetry, Tracking and Command Network
(ISTRAC). He explained the activities carried out by ISTRAC like TTC (Telemetry, Tracking and Command) in support of
launch vehicle and satellite missions, LEO (Low Earth Orbit), lunar and interplanetary missions, operation of NavIC
(Navigation with Indian Constellation) ground segment, development and support of radar systems, archiving and
dissemination of scientific data etc. He also shared some details about the Indian Mission Control Centre (INMCC) and
Search and Rescue (SAR) Services. During his talk, he also gave some important career tips to the students, including various
courses, internship and job opportunities available at the ISTRAC Centre.  Mr. S. K. Pandey, Senior Scientist-G at ISTRAC-
ISRO, Lucknow, further added that the annual celebration of National Space Day is an important reminder of the continuous
exploration of space by mankind and that we need to recognize the achievements and discoveries that have had a significant
impact on our understanding of space by celebrating this day annually and spreading awareness about it.
 
The programme was well attended by more than 50 students and faculty members and efficiently moderated by Ms. Mohsina
Khan, a research scholar from the Department of Environmental Science. The session ended with a vote of thanks by Dr.
Imranullah Khan, Assistant Professor, Department of Electronics and Communication Engineering, Integral University,
Lucknow.

Some Glimpses of the Event:
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Warm regards,
Prof. Monowar Alam Khalid
Dean, Students' Welfare 
Integral University, Lucknow
+91-6390011283/84/85  Ext: 3001
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Prof. Monowar Alam Khalid
Dean, Students' Welfare 
Integral University, Lucknow
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