Talk by Dr. Sanober Mir, Head, Department of Biosciences, on the WISER-IGSTC (DST/BMBF) scheme for women researchers in the field of STEM.
Women Study Center had organised a talk by Dr Sanober Mir, Head Department of Biosciences, followed by a discussion on the IGSTC-DST WISER scheme for women researchers in the field of STEM. 

This program was scheduled on Monday 6th June, 2022, at 10:30 am in Hall 1 of the central auditorium building. Approximately 20 Women researchers attended this event. The main agenda of the event was to promote women holding a regular position in academic/research institutions/industrial research organisations in India/Germany.  The WISER-IGSTC scheme encourages women researchers/entrepreneurs to utilise their complementary expertise in science, technology, engineering and mathematics. It intends to build scientific capacity and retain their ability.

Highlights:
· The Women’s Study Centre chairperson, Mrs Kavita Agrawal, welcomed the speaker, Dr. Sanober Mir, and all the attendees. She then introduced the agenda of the talk, and emphasised the need for such talk and requested the speaker to commence the discussion on the scheme.

· The speaker, Dr Sanober Mir, presented an overview of the WISER-IGSTC scheme and it's objective and was briefed about applying to it.

· The following were noted as highlights of the presentation:

· It mainly focused on Women in research and encouraged them to write projects.

· WISER-IGSTC was launched on 24 November 2021; its vision is to empower women researchers through research funding; it is the joint initiative of DST and BMBF.

· Participants can enter the program through lateral entry in any ongoing projects. It's easy to participate, there is no age barrier, and one can get lateral access to competitive projects.

· Main objective of WISER is to remove leaky pipelines. Here, leaky pipelines refer to a decreased women's ratio in research and projects compared to the percentage of graduates and postgraduates.

· The WISER program grants 20 awards per year.

· Applicants are expected to identify the projects in the host country and receive endorsement from the host PI.

· Applicants shall specify the value added to the projects in the host country while writing projects. The prescribed format is available on the WISER-IGSTC website.

· Explained the process of applying to the scheme through a flowchart.

· Funding opportunities for women in STEM- other major schemes also discussed.

· Dr. Sanober Mir shared the Best wishes from the Hon'ble Vice Chancellor.

· A healthy discussion session was there between the speaker and attendees. Here are a few  queries mentioned  below:

· How work would be carried on when PI is in the host country?

Applicants can work at their workplace in collaboration with the host PI in the host country, but once in the year, the host/applicant needs to visit another’s place.

· Will it be allowed to hire manpower?

Yes, hiring of manpower will be allowed to awardees;

· Will the institute grant us a NOC for visit?

As the institute itself has taken the initiatives, they will surely give NOC, and the institute itself will address further related queries.

· Where to find the list of hosts which are associated with WISER-IGSTC?

It is expected from applicants that they should find a host in the host country and get an endorsement from them.

· If we collaborate, is there any provision to have multiple PIs in the host country?

For collaboration, it is necessary to have a one-to-one relationship between the host and awardee. No Co-PI is allowed.

·  Mrs Kavita Agrawal ended the event with a Vote of Thanks.

Glimpses from the Talk:
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