
REPORT ON TWO DAY NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

The Department of Languages, Integral University, successfully organized a two-day National 

Conference titled “Reimagining India and Beyond: Narratives of Belonging, Diversity and 

Coexistence in Literature and Cinema” on 29th and 30th April 2026. The conference brought 

together scholars, academicians, researchers, and creative practitioners to deliberate upon 

evolving narratives of identity, plurality, and cultural coexistence. 

The event aimed to interrogate dominant narratives and foreground marginalized voices 

through interdisciplinary engagement across literature, cinema, cultural studies, and translation 

studies. It thematically homogenised the narratives of belonging, identity and nationhood and 

aimed to explore intersections of literature and cinema in shaping cultural discourse, and 

dialogue on diversity, pluralism, and coexistence. The conference promoted interdisciplinary 

research and transnational perspectives on a range of themes including postcolonial concerns, 

gendered narratives, subaltern representations, migration, diaspora and alternative 

communities of care. It recognises in tandem the SDG’s beginning with Goal-4 (quality 

education), Goal-5(Gender equality),Goal-11(sustainable cities and community, promoting co-

existence and community living), Goal-15,life on land and Goal-16, peace, justice and strong 

institutions emphasising on harmony, tolerance and co-existence.  

The two-day conference commenced with an opening note by Dr Arshi Khan, who briefly 

introduced the core ethos of the conference. Prof H M Arif, the head of the department of 

Languages, formally welcomed the panelists with a welcome note. Prof Asim Siddiqui from 

the  Aligarh Muslim University introduced the segment elaborating on the depths of narrative 

strategy and cinematography on a celluloid, he emphasised on the relationship of cinema and 

literature, the essential motifs and point of view in both the genres. The dignitaries who graced 

the event were Prof. Meenakshi Pahwa (professor emeritus, Lucknow University, Prof. Asim 

Siddiqui and Prof Sami Rafiq from the Aligarh Muslim University, Prof. Arti Nirmal from the 

Banaras Hindu University and Prof. Huma Yaqub, from MANUU satellite campus, Lucknow. 

The panellists deliberated on topics like- Narrative translation and adaptation , Nationhood and 

identity construction , Gendered representation ,Subaltern voices and marginality, global vs 

local cultural narrative. An added delight to the event was the honourable founder and 

chancellor’s ceremonial blessings, which included a heartfelt sharing of casual anecdotes and 

experiences. Prof Meenakshi Pahwa, referred to honourable chancellor’s experience and 

emphasised on how cinema, which began as an entertainment of the lower classes, reconfigured 

into a legitimate consumption everywhere. The introductory session included guest interaction 

and an open discussion forum, which brought together the voices, from audiences and panellists 

alike. The session was moderated by Mohd Adeel, Assistant Professor from the department of 

Languages. The key highlight of the introductory session was an audio-visual presentation 

curated under the able guidance of Mohd Adeel, by the post graduate students- Isra Mustafa 

and Mohd Shahab of the department of languages.  The visual paid tribute to the legendary 

icons of global cinema and set tone for the upcoming discourses through the day. The event 

progressed with a ceremonial blessing of the honourable founder and chancellor of the Integral 

university- Prof Syed Waseem Akhtar, Additional Pro-chancellor Mr Fouzan Akhtar, Prof 

Syed Aqeel Ahmad, Director HRDC, Prof Abdul Rahman, Controller of Examination also 

graced the occasion, the HoD’s of different departments, Deans of faculties were also present. 

The most significant attribute of the entire conference was the interactive nature of the event 

which led to a healthy corroboration and exchange of ideas, opinion and voices. Each session 

followed an interaction round of audience interface. the presentations showcased  diverse 

research contributions and provided ample scope for exchange of academic ideas. The day 



ended with awards and felicitation of the participants, the winners of the paper presentation 

were as follows- whose names along with their topics are mentioned here: 

1. Nafisha Naaz (MA-F), Integral University 

2. Ehsanul Haque, Research Scholar, AMU 

3. Mantasha Khatoon, MA-F, Integral University 

 

The day ended with a monologue performance keeping well in mind the ethos and the core 

concept of the entire conference. The success of the conference was ensured through 

meticulous planning and co-ordination of the conveners and organizers. Prof H M Arif, the 

head of the department was the chief advisor, who under the patronage of our honourable 

chancellor and pro-chancellors, made sure to ensure effective and smooth running of the 

programme. The conveners Dr Arshi Khan, Dr Zeba Rizvi and Mohd Adeel (Assistant 

Professors, Department of Languages) who conceptualised and conducted the event deserve a 

special mention. The collaborative effort of the organising team. Dr. Eram Fatima , Dr. Sana 

Haider Dr. Sana Fatima, Dr. Nikhat Ara, Dr. Fatima Sahrish and Ms Ravish Fatima (Assistant 

Professors, Department of Languages, along with student coordinators  ensured smooth 

execution of academic sessions, logistics, and participant engagement. The event was smoothly 

anchored by Ms Sahila Nigar, Ms Nafisha Naaz, Ms Hifza Hafeez and Ms Zoya Naaz.  

The Honourable Vice-chancellor, Prof Furqan Qamar joined us for the valedictory session 

through an online message, additionally, the event was sweetened by the gracious remarks of 

Prof Mohd Mubeen, Honourable Vice chancellor of Cluster University, Kashmir and  Prof 

Suresh Kumar Sharma, Honourable Vice chancellor of Shaheed Bhagat Singh State University. 

The dignitaries and the panellists along with students and faculty members  made the session 

interactive and lively. The valedictory was a commemoration of the spirit of togetherness and 

belonging, after a short audio-visual presentation, and a monologue-based mono theatrical 

adaptation, the  event concluded with felicitation and honouring.  The event altogether 

encouraged interdisciplinary scholarship across literature and cinema, created a platform for 

dialogue on cultural diversity and coexistence , strengthened research networks among scholars 

and institutions ,contributed to ongoing debates on identity, migration, and global narratives, 

promoted inclusive academic discourse aligned with democratic and pluralistic values. The 

conference succeeded in transforming abstract themes of belonging and coexistence into lived 

academic discourse, grounded in rigorous research and critical inquiry. The technical sessions, 

in particular, revealed the multiplicity of voices shaping contemporary narratives, from 

feminist reinterpretations to subaltern resistance and digital identities. By aligning scholarly 

engagement with the ethical imperatives of harmony, tolerance, and coexistence, the 

conference not only contributed to academic knowledge but also to the broader vision of a more 

inclusive and dialogic society.  

 

  

 



 
Address by Prof. Furqan Qamar, Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, Integral University 
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