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oming up: UG, PG

onllne degree courses

& neelam. pandey@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: From thisacademic
session, universities and higher

educational institutions are °

likely to offer graduate, post
graduate and diploma pro-
grammes online, with the Uni-
versity Grants Commission
(UGC) all set to approve draft
regulations for the online deliv-
ery of such programmes.

Accordingto people familiar

withthe matter, these draftreg-
_ ulations will be tabled in the
meeting ofthe commission tobe
- held on Thursday.
Underthe draft UGC (Online

Education) Regulations, 2018, .

any higher education institu-
tion will be able toapply to offer
such online programmesifthey
have been in existence for at
leastfive yearsand.areaccred-
ited by the National Assessment
and Accreditation Council, with
a minimum score of 3.26 on a
4-point scale to maintain qual-
ity. At the same time, they
should have been in thetop-100
in the overall category in the

National InstitutionalRanking

Framework (NIRF) for at least
twoyearsinthepreviousthree
years. “However, this willnot be
applicable to Open Universities
till NAAC or similar accredita-
tion system or NIRF are made
availablefor open universities,”
the draft regulations add.

The institutions can offer
online programmes in those
disciplinesin whichitisalready
offering the same/similar pro-
grammes inregular or openand
distance learning. “The deliv-
ery of the programme will be
through the SWA YAM portal of
the government under which
online courses are offered,” the
draftregulations add.

Once the draft regulations
are approved by the Commis-
sion, the UGC will start accept-
ing applications for starting
these courses by July.

-

to people familiar
the matter, these draft

eting of the commission to
 held on Thursday ‘
he draft UGC (Onlme
uc ion) Regulations, 2018,

tionwill be able toapplyto

Hfiveyearsand are
ted by the Na'uonal
nt and Accredltatmn
itha minimum score
ad-pointscaleto
quality. At the same

Institutions will be able to

offer online degreesin all fields,

except engineering, medicine,
dental, pharmacy, nursing,
architecture and phys1other—
apy.

At present, the commission
does not recognise any course
offered solely through the
onlinemode. A studentcangeta
degree by enrollingin a univer-

‘sity and attending classes or

through a distancing-learning
module. From lastyear, the gov-
ernment has allowed universi-
ties to offer 20% of their course
material through the Massive
Open Online Courses (MOOCs)
platform called Swayam. Cur-
rently, degrees obtained exclu-
sively through an online pro-
gramme are notrecognised.

A number of private univer-
sities do offer online degrees but
not many students optforthem

asthey are notrecognised byfhe

UGC.

The initiative gains signifi-
canceasit will allow many stu-
dents and working profession-
als to undertake courses and
degree programmes which will
help the country improve its
overall Gross Enrollment Ratio

(GER) in higher education.
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wursing,

India aims to attain a GER of

30% by 2020 from the current
25.2%.

“World over, online degrees
and courses are offered by col-
leges and they have gained
respectability. Students willnot
berequired toattend classes but
will take e-tutorials tohelp them
understand theconcepts,”said -
asenior government official.

Apart from the actual pro-
gramme delivery, components
such as the counselling and
admissions process, and fee
payment will also be provide
online.

“Online courses must be con-
ducted trulyonlinein the sense
thatregistration, two-way video
streamingfor contentlearning

-and student interaction, availa-

bility of quality online content,
assessmentand certification all
activities must be online,” said
SS Mantha, formerchairman of
the AllIndia Council for Techni-
cal Education (AICTE).

“This needs high endtechnol-
ogy toprevent proxy students. If
all this is done, and wherever
required,ifhands-onskillsare
imparted, then online education
will have the potential to raise
the GER,” Mantha added.
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